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8th Annual Report
ART INSTITUTE OF CHlCAGO. 

Report ot W.M.R. French, Direc.tor f or the annual Trustee 

MEETING ot June 7, 1887 • 

.lt the last annual meeting June 8 1866, the ,foundation of 

the new buildinghad been laid and construction had reached the 

first floor, 8 or 10 tt. above the sidewalk. The building is now 

coapleted, exceptiag the internal decoration, and eome interior 

finishot basement and attic. Possession has been given from may

1 to all the tenants, namely', the Chicago Literary Club, the 

FortnightlJ Club, t he Woaan's Club and the Decorative Art Society. 

The Decorative Art Society is making.full use of it5 rooms and has 

held a public exhibition during the latter half of May. 'fhe other 

societies wlll not hold meetings 1n their rooms until fall. The 

r8110Val of the societJ.es froa the old building during the lut 

aonth has relieved the school or the pressure froa which it ha8 

suffered for t he last two years. It now occupies t he whole of the 

buildini excepting that part leased to the Burlingt.oll llanufacturing 

COIIpuly. 

In the new building ther e are thirt een galleries and exhibi-

tion roo.a to be occupied by the Art Inst itute beaides apace 1A 

the fifthnoor or attic not yet appropriated. Of these exhibi-

tion roomstour are on the ground floor, six on the first floor, 

and three on the second noor. By a vote of the Trustees 1 t ha8 

been d•terained fonsal.ly to open the museua between t he 15th or 

Oct. and the 15th of Bov. next. 



In a circular issued by the Executive Committee, April 15,.1887 

the following statement of finances is made. 

"During t he past year t he undivided effortof t he trustees has 

beendirected to the erectionof our new building, which will be 

opened to t he public ill October next. Cash subseriptioa.s h&ve bean 

received for its construction and -50,000 aore are necessary for 

its coapletion. 

With t he new building coapleted, our financi~l condition will 

he as followsa-

Value of land em Michigan Ave. 80 x 170 tt. , - - - - -

Cost of new bu!ldiftC 

Coat of former improvements

eo,ooo.oo 
140,000.00 

30,000oo 
250.,000.00 

Bonded indebtedness bearing 5% interest, $100,000.00 

The regular sources of inc·011e 1 aside from gifts, are ::. er ts, 

tuition fees, exhibition receipts and membership dues. 

Froa rentsafter t.· e appropriateion of qple room to our own 

exhibitions and school, we derive an annual income of 10,000 ot 

which t he sua_ of ,$5000 is set a.side for the payment of interest 

oa bonds, and the _ bal.ar.lce, with t he receipts troa membership dues, 

is applied to t~ maintenanceof t he institution. \te have 
(I 

alw•..~,ya been fr¥. ·from f l.Aating indebtedness. 11 

, . !~ 

Besfd'·' i' t.he subscriptions of money t he f ollowinl gilts of 
/' . ' 

aaterialeJ fittings, labor &c for the new building have been re-

ceived. l 

/ 
/ / 

' 



(list or of mater ials &c for new building) 

It is proper to state in this connetion that gifts have 

already begtm to be received for t: e museum. r. Wirt D· "alker 

has presented -oo, the pera. Festival As sociation , ' 2000 and rs. 

A'~'M.liall 1Uli.s · 7 .,000 to be expended upon collections. 

On account of building operations no oxh· bitions or receptions 

have been ..-elel during t.he past year . 'l'he col.~. oct ion o£ casts has 

reas.i.ne~ in t he sc wolrooms and halla o~ t.he Inst itute , and the 

aore iJiportemt pictures at t.he Union Club and Illinois vl ub . 

By the vote of t . e Trustees the sum of ~· 7000, o.f th git't of Mrs. 

A.ll. HallEllis, has been appropriatedt o t he purchaseof casts 

of sculpt.ure. Orders have been sent t o Europe for a c011prehensive 

collection, carefully prepared in consult at ion with Mrs • Lucy M.

Mitchell, nuthor o£ the valual>le "Hist ory of Ancient t!culpture~, 

which we hope to ave in place t t.he opening of the • useua in 

October . · 011e Slllllll co signments, selected oy A• ' • Stevene in London

and D. c. Frenc in Par i s , have already r a· chud u~, but are not yet 

set u.p. The Century Co. o.f New J: or\c b.as sent us a very Valuable

oolleetion of 103 original drawing from t he -entury Magazine 

and St. "icholas, as a peraanent loan. These drawings ar e framed 

ready for hanging and li'Ul wort ily fill on e of 'e exhibi t ion 

roc:as. • hey arl3 accessible to students, ut not y e·G on public 

exhibition. 

Wit the assent of Mr. Wiril D. Walker a part of his gi.ft 

has been expended upon a collecti n of nutotypes o£ works of the 



Kasters, a valuable and almost essential element in our collections. 

I ·urged the acquisition of such a collection upon the Trustees or 
the Art s chool in f1f.f first cOID&Uillcation in .January 1878, and have 

constantl\}r urged it ever sin.ce. The ecliection was reee.ived 

yepterday (J1;me. 6, 1887). 

'Iile iJChool has been larger and more prospm~-ous and ef-

ficient than ever before. 'flle whole number of students of al.l 

grades froa Oct. 4 to June 7 l.as been 495 , of whom 192 ·were amle 

and SOl teaale. As compared with t e previous year t he number of 

students has increa sed from 405 to 495, and t he tuition receipts 

troa ~,287.00 and to ~1 ,50-4 .65. Ther e is r eason to e.xpec-. a similar 

or greater increase in t.he next year. 

'fhe present staff oi t each ers, to whose enthusiaR, skill end 

ha.raony the success of the s.chool i s a.rge~ due, is ·made up a& follows-.. 

A.. J. Rupert, Lif e Classes 

Mr. C. A. CorwiD, Li.f and Still life

MissAliee D. Kellogg, Antique. 

Kiss c. u. Wade, .antique and Water Coloz· 

llr. Louis J. millet DecorativeDesigning

Mr.Lorado Taft,. modelling

llr. B • .a. Carpenter, Perspective e 

llr. W.. • R. French, artistic anatomy

Mr. J H vanderpool (ausent in aris) 

llr. Enoch a.rd; iS ening Ant ique. 



and the t'ollowin advanc«l student.~ .~ve acted s e.ssistants of 

Jt1.ss Wade 1n "th~ saturdayy juvenll Class. 

missAlice Hay 

mis ¥· Vanderpoel 

missAlice helm

lliss Lydia P.. Hess 

Kiss Bessie Brooks 

Miss Wad€ and her young ass i.stant e have made the Saturd- :y Class 

very successful. This class is i nt ended for c ' ldrsn and t eachers 
? and has during the year included · members ranging 1n ag from 6 

years to mature a.ge. ThQ greater number are from 9 t o 16 yeaTS 

old. We regard thi s most valuable training school for t he 

regular cl.as~es. The numbers have been limited onl,y by t ho size 

of the roOiiS and we expect now to enlarge it to the increased 

capacity. Financially i't is a profitable cl ass also. 

Mr. Vanderpoel, who he.s for two y ears enjo-.red an all01Janee 

in Paris, frOil t e Truste will eturn t o his work in the school 

next f ll .. 

Mr. Rupert and Miss Kellogg are going abroad to study. I 

recommendthat Mr .. Vanderpoel's allowance be transferred to Mr. 

~rt for- one y e in cons-ideration of his most faithful service 

fQr t ·he past siX years , a trying period in t he history of the 

school.- Nothing can 'be more wholesome for the Ins·t;.itute t 'lan thi.s 

i nterchange th Eur.opean schools. Mr. Tart will ~so visit Paris 

this retlU'Il to his work in the fall •. 



Under his ost competent inst ucticn themodelling deoartllent has 

begun t o assume its proper importance . Next re we shall be ble 

to offer f .c1lit1es for students of culpt ure nsurp sed in aqy 

school in t e country

"t'he mo t,h.:: s chool is t.o 

~e t ne De igning Class a pare of th re~~ ~ rivileges ~r t e 

studel-tS b. ta d. of a special class... s at extra expense e a hercr"· ofore • ." 

Tha e ens0 in olvoo b thi cha:, g 1 pr oba ~ ot e v~:ry 

appre~ie.ble in the gener, l return, '~d the enefJ ill be -r:ery 

great . Mr • . illet b s Cund cted 0 ·h a d y 'C .d ing 

t he :re , as unusual~ ualifi ca. c. ion as a. teacher. 

T o ev l ife P.rui 

antique, bas number ~d in oll 155 mcn.b TB , P · men, 1 

clasa, pos od a· i t i~, c.; .iefly f :p~ so s enge.god .tn the practi-

cal applications of dr<- ?1i.-:g n esign , deserves· to be .;,f great

winter. cf .. h :: oe up· · .. i on"' of 5& .3 tud n c:: 

present lost et 

Lithogr pners l 

; 
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Teachers 2 

Scene painters, furniture desi. n ~ &.c . &c . 4 

The classification of the echool and the monthly exaainations, 

reported last yeru-1 are working adair approved both by teach-

ers and students. 

Sixty or eighty selected exaaples of students' work wer e 

frames and exhibited at the ExT)osition last year . 

The matter of a diploaa, for students who have :fulfilled the 

requi!"ements. of a certain cour.se, is still under coneideration. For 

teaehe s such a certificate is valuable. 

The Tuesday Afternoon Lectures have been successfully con-

tinu. • The following is the list of lectures. 

Dec. 14 
Dec . 21 
Jan .. 11 
Jan. 18 
Jan. 25 
Feb. 1 
Feb. 6 
Feb . 
Feb. 1!> 
March 1 
Barch 8 
llarch 9 
March 15 
March 22 
April 18 

Mr. .L.B. JeDDeyJ Architectural Art/rtot Pictorial Art. 
r. Harold SaithJ Art Education in Publie Schools . 

~. Henry F• Spr ead; Pr actical Hints on Drawing and Painting. 
Enoch Ward-: liood Etlgra ing for Illustrated Papers 
llr. Lorado Taft. Processes of Sculpture 
Jlr •• a .. .a. Frenc • National hara.ct<n~ o.nd l't!:ti nal Art. 
llr. Walter c. Larned; Life and Works of Jean Francois Millet. 
14!- . H~y Blackburn& ·· e Value of a Line. .s 
Mr. Henry blackburn Sketches and Comments. 
Mrs. r . MitchellTyng B.lld Mr • B. itilliamson - Tbe .Land of Homer . 
Miss Rose Faya Decorative Art; its Historical Developement. 
iir. Flank earda An illustr ated Talk on Art. 
Mr . Louis H· Sullivant Inspiration. 
lir . . M •• lo' rench ~istic Qualiti s oi' a Caricaturists .. 
Mr. Henry Bacorn An Info!'ll8.l. conversation on art and artists. 

The thanks of t he Institute are due to these lecturers , aost 

of whoa are not connected with t he Institute and have given t heir 

servioea. 



receptiongiven to t he students by Mrs. S. L Nickerson and Mrs. J. 

F. Lester a;nd t,o the teac' rs by the President, he.v contri~ted t~ 

thtD intersst of ·,he year . F r an address ·a t the close of the l ast 

school year we are indebted to Rev. J. Coleman Ada.Jis. 

For the past year, under the pree~nt system o£ keeping accounts 

by which t he Secretary t s s 1 ~y of 1 , 800 i s charged to t he school 

!-he expen<U .. t.ures have been · 7 , 96! . 94, and the r eceipt-s for t ui·t.ion 

~·7 304.65 deficit of ~659. 29. 

The expenditure is under t he following eada. 

The n.UlJlhe-r o1' students end tile t,uition receipts will no doubt 

in~rease 1 but no institut i on of the hig education c bs in-

dependent without endowment. I t is aJ...-ays the higher cl.ass.es which 

cost: post and pay l east.. I t is t".ot desirabl e t hat tuition 3hould 

be free, but i t is high~ desirable that the school shall be ill-

dependent of hi con sideration






