


ANNU.AI. REPORT of t he DI RECTOR, June S, 1888. 
J 

t he l ast Annual Meeting , June 7, 1867 1 t.he ne b1. l d ing 

wae completed except.!."!.~ the internal decoration anr ~ ome int er i r 

finis of basement and attic.-- Possession had been given t o 

all t he tenants, and the Decorative Art Soeiet had gun actually 

to use t he rooms Du ing the summer +he Lite ary. Cl ub, the 

Fortnightly Cl •b, e.nd he women's Cl··b decorateda.nd furnished

t:heir rooms regularly for meeting , eing

ing in Oct. 

Since h6 reno\~ of t le soceities t e s chool as 

ocC\lpied t he whole of the two upper f loors of t he old building , 

excepting the rooms rGnted t o t he Society of Arc itectural Draughts-

s;en. This has enabl ed us to gi ve t .e achool sever al new 

ro01as, naaely 

A room for El esente.r..v tiq-ue 
1'1 II 

for Li 

for 

and for the f i r st time in ite history the school has been pro erzy 

housed. 

Thirteen galler i es and exhibi t ion rooms have been occu pied 

with collections of pictures and other objects of art. It 

has been f'ound necessary to close Rooas I d II recent]J for the 
1 

storage aDd packing of pictures. The Fifth Floor is f'u1.q 

occupied with etudioa, all rented. 



During the au.er and fall a large proportion of the collec-

tiona of casts of antique sculpture belong.ing to the El.bridge G. 

Hall Collection, the girt of Mrs . A.ll.H. El.lis, arrived and waa 

put in place. Other consignments from London, Paris, Athena, 

Berlin and unich have since been r eceived, and the collection 

now occupies five rooaa, arranged in general chr011ological. order. 

Mrs. Ellis herself prepared t he descriptive t ablets which are 

attach«i to the works. A few orders are yet unfilled, and 

others will be IIS.de as the fund becoaaes available. - It alread 

constitut.es one of t & j'inast collections in t h country . -

By the courtesy of Mr . liempstead a shburn of tr..is eity; he 

well known collection of Portraits and other works belonging o 

his father 1 the lat E. B. . ruf1'o".u.--ne 1 was raaoved to t he Ar-t 

Institute upon ov. 5 s ~ lo& , and has eve... since occupied 

Rooa VIII.,. a collection quite un.U.ke in historical and faaily 

associations to anything alae in his art of th country. 

Upon Oct. 25, the valuable picture of 0 The Interior 

of St. lilarks" by Da id Neal was pres~Ā ted by S. M. Nickerson, Esq., 

one ot the Trustea .. .. 7 ' 

Nov. 19 a large and luabl japanese i>ronse incense

Burner was presented by Marshal.l Field,, Esq. , also one of our 

Trustees. 

Mra. . U. H. Ellis, th donor of 't. e collection o:£ casts and 
$1000 

our most ·fie t , s t 

purchase ot books f or the Library, 

~1000 more, .of which 250 has been paid in. 



I viaited Libraries in various parts of the cOUBtry and in 
~ 

consultation with Jars. Ellis, expended this aon.ey for standard 

works upon art. - Added to t.he school library these· works con ti-

tute the nucle11S o.f a ef r enee library ~ rt, the v~.l £ 

llhich is attested by i ts C"O!\ata.."lt s ov s i:.ttients, members , and

visitors. 

room XVIII as een fi ted up for a libra by ~ut .jn a 

new windQIIr and adding prope 
~ Ā~ 

decc ati . 11 ~-c s es, t n :!.e , 

aatting, pictures and other appliances. 

The dut.ies or li rari are edd: .d t tho~ of . e , ir .rtor ' s 

aecretary, and a card-catalogue c pable of indefinite extension 

ha.s been begun. T e num er of volu•es now in t e . i b ary is 

about SOO, and the cost has een a out 2200.-

The library may be considered well founded. 

~e Il8lf build g was opened by e form&l Reception upon 

t he evening of Saturday , Nov. 19 1887, hen in spi te of a fur: .oue 

snow stora a. large and b illi>3l1t COilpaJlY 1tere B.ssembled. T e:re 

were no formal ceremonies. - The IDOSt importent feature· of the 

occasion was t he exhibition of a Loan Collection of Oil Pictures 

belonging t.o pri vate owners all over the count:r-1, and of the 

new collection of sculpture~ and the Waahburna, Century , and 

Harper Collections. The exact arrangem.,nt of P-"allerie·s 

is shown in t he ppended e:r:tract f'rzy,n the catalo;:-ue. -



At the period ot t he opening ot the new buildiDg ~steaatic 

e.t'torts were aade to add t-o the membership with considerable 

success. The whole nuaber of aembers now is-

Governing members 21 

.Fionorary 

H 

Total-
662 
880 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -



LIST of PICTURES nd othe OBJECTS received by the ART 

L ... /!'Il!tts"l'E between June 71 1887an June 5, 1888. - --

Oct. 22 -

Oct . 24 -

(}ct. 25 -

several r:on ignment~ <'f' e Elb RidgeG. Hall C 11 cticn 
of S"Culpture mentioned elsewhere-

Eight fr&~~eB Autotypes added to the collectiOB presented 
w. ·t n... PJ.k r . 

·•A Sacristy in Aragon" (oil) by Wa. T. Dannat;. 

. t 

"Int rior of St . 1 r kBn (oU) by David Nc~ , . ~es ted 
by Saauel M· ~icterson- •A· . 

In ian. Irs . tr. S. Stickney presented, the Art Insti-

tute the valuable collection of EDgravings aade by her late 

hu~band.J and in April added 17 fraaed engravings, with t he proaise 

ultiu.tely or man;y more now hanging iD her house. The collection 
~-~_, 

bas been of Haail.l and Mr. Rogers 

of the Board of Truateea~The engravings have been prope ly 

mounted and a convenient case ordered to hold t hem. 

i ldill ::-.. - !lr i.ng t' i~ pe iOd t he gre-9.+- e t . 

1!1 

.1.h .. e b ~.set :i.Japo.rtant ex ibi i ns-

. 1 f 

F 1 f as pro-

1 it s 

l d:- . 

Reid of 

ot the C or our 

death t he ot 

The t he Harper 



of Wood- eneravingSJ the Originel D.ra1fings for the 

illustrati.on of "Laatan, by Will H. Low; t he pi.ctttre of 11 The Death 
~. . 

of Mozart" by M:unkac.sy , loaned by R· A. Alger- besides a great 
~ 

number of pictures, Japaneseworks,. tapestry, and other obj ects 

loa:n.ed for .exhibition.. 

These numEr ous exhibitions in rapid succession, nth the 

pondenc-e; cataloguing and l abor of all kinds upon t he small forccG 

which we e~~ploy. - It has been iaposs ible to aake descriptive 

catalogues of the cast collection, t o catalogue the library thor-

oughl.y with cross rafe en.ces, or to prepa.r an index of t he Stick-

ney collection of engravings... - I t ~~~ e doubted whether there 

is any person in thi s part o:f t he country qualtted t.o make a 

good catalogue of e ~ravings. It must in any case be a 1.'ork ot 

leisure and scholarship.-

The obligations of t he Art Instit ute should be acknowiedg.-

ed to t he fO:llowing persons~-
~~ 

To f!ertoer Bros. forf\..a case o J apanese fabries, sword 
guards &e . 

~ 
To Harper · Bro .. for thel'draWl.ngs and engravings. 

J. B. Lippincott Co. for,., Low·• s Lamia". -

To A. R. Alger for t he,-, "MUnkacsy" and other valuable pict ures-
-

To Hempstead Washburne, Esq., for t he Wa5nourne Collection.-

To J. R. Kester for the, Roliim. Vases-

Dr. John H. Bar rows for , the address at the.< exhibi tion 1~,!1'1'7. t1':. ~ ~ £,' J'. '1 

To .s. for the Sticlmey collection o.f engravings 



Rennecke for group of Statuette --

To~-Durand-Ruel forth gift of hi~ valuabl e work on Etching . 
~ 

To lira. A.M. H.Elli for the gift -of numer ous books,"pbot ()o;. 

graphs, besides her important gifts· to collect io an~ lioracy --

'l'o •· A. GUes for the gift of a c"Oll.ect j.an of phot ographs 

of Modem French Sculpture. 

To J .• J. Hill of St. P. ul 

To Freder ick Layton of M.;U.waukea and many othe s f or the 

There have alsQ beea man;r £ vor s shown to th Institute, 

such as t he printin of catalog-..tes by the J o · Morris Co.; and 

t h e transportation o.f casts by Alderman Dixon, upon wr..ich the 

Secretary can r eport more particul arly. 

Mention ought to be made of t he great numbe of meetings 

of Se>ciet.ies of all kind fn t he building- It l a.a al:t"ea.d.y became 

a csnter ot art and literat~re, and in s ome directions of benevo-

lance, as i t ot.W.)lt to be . The attendance upon. t e free days 

has sometimes reached 1400 and even 1800 - f 
otal number of vi si t ors f'roa Nov. 19,. l 8 7 June 5 .,. 1888 -

56521-- 166 days . 

Daily a-verage - - - - - - - 220 

Daily average of scholars - 40 
otal 260 

The question of Sunday opening has been postponed in deference 

to tl e views of a. body of our supporters

During the past winter t ere has been & course of 6 afternoon 

lectures and a evening l ectures upon art t Tuesa· rs .. - ,J.h 1 ctur-

ars have given their serviee~ Their names and subjects are appen-

dad-



EVENING LECTURES 

Jan. o 
Jan. 17 
Jan. 51 
.Feb . 14 
Feb. 28 
Uar 15 

Prof. Ives-
Mr. Gookin- - - -
Mr . Taft - - -
M:r I.ar ncd -

Adams - - - -
Mr . Hutchinson -

""very Day Art • 
Old Un ters o£ J 
French of Sculpt ure 
spirit of Pcu·is i .n Art 
Imagination in cont emporar,y Art 
Value of Modern Art. 

FTERNOON LECTURES 

Fe • 2.1 · r . French - - -

6 French - - - -
Mar. 20 r . Pattison - -
April 5 Miss Starr - - - -
AprU 1? Mrs.. Shr eve - - -

May 1 r Jenney .- - - -

.n.alogies betw .. en Composit ion 
in Art and ition in Liter-
ature-
ontinuation of previous lee·ture 

Got hic Truth ru1d Latin Trut.lJ. 
The Ceiling of t he Sistine Chapel 
Architecture; i s Success·i ·e 
Styles and their ' ar·etel istic 
h E'vol~ ion of t' e 8 yles 

The t hanks of the I nstitu·te are due t o the lectur ·ers. 

Upon June 1 l r ... Eadweard Mcybrirlge delivered a l-ecture to 
appreciative audien ce on tt:Animal Locomgt ion , b'.f invi tation-

__ ...,....,. ___ ~-- - - -
The Art. Scho·ol, wi th the advant gea o ample aCcQ!Imodat i s 

tb_ 
and a strollger s taff of t eachers, has im-proved sensibly ~quality 

and solidity of its work.- It Las inc s ed . omewha.t 1n nUll'lbers, 

though not as greatly a.s last ymJ:r. The ntmber a:f students 1 

shown by t he Secretary ,. s ... eporl. 

The return of M • Vanderpoel, and t he addition of Mr. 

Grover as t e che?s h ve a manifes eff ect . 

Miss C· D .. Wade, lo a v u b.le teach , i s bou t o go. Ab ad 

fo a. y ear of study , by r eent vote of the Tru tee • Her 

eonneetiOD with t he Art Inst itute will be continued , and t he SUJI 



of ~5 mont 'l paid to her. Certain f r ie u.s ave pla.c 

' de to crave 

rt I stitute a sum f ~40 to ena le Ei s 

an · farther qualifY h s J ~or her duties. 

at t he 

Fe r t schools in the country no have as a le a s a!f 

as nat of the rt Insti t ute. F1ve of the tea.c ers - r. Grover, 

• Taft, r . Corwin , r . IUllet, d Mr. Vande~ oel have h 

regular cour s of edu ·atio Ab o- . thereare no f ewe 

o~k w 11. 

The Cla c i n and bl i c Schoo tea hers 

o thi xtr mely valuable and 

t he t y uccess 1. 

The De lass ha been mad a part of he eg-

ular privUeges of stu ents, and is doin aubatantial work under 

1lr . 11111 t I E Skillful id e • 

An i bition of sel a ed exaaples of the students' or k was 

Ill de at tne E.xpos.i.;,ion l ast y r. 

l).e um o "'-60 a y e r .)aS baen pr by a friend bo 

ishes to be unkno. at pre ent !'or the anefit f tudents . 

The e monthl y examin t i faa ·u.re o t hought to 

be peculi. r to t e lwol 1.. un to work adllli.!.·abl , bo with 

students d t e 

piet es h o e tud 

t h d of 

in oporation i be re3ult The of experience, 

approved itself'. Th ne d now is o rf c t det i1 , 



rather t to make important changes . The school still needs 

certain appliances.- It is ' ell . .eved that the xhibition cf 

the present month will ahow decide U.y better wo k than tmy previ-ot s 

yeru .-

The following fo me · studen· s o~ ~eaehe s of the Art Instit~a 

are know to be now st. dyin abroad

Muni h- r . W . j reyn l a 
Mr • • d, 

mr K 
J s 

Miss 1\ .D. kellogg
Miss M.J. Oh pman
Mr. J~ouls J uergensen 

liias I d& Haskell 
__, las uuline Dohn 

Urs. Lee 
Yr • .Albright 
Mrs. F:t-aser 
iJr • a1oor·0 t .ernar 
lis.~ Id:1 Springer 

Mention should not b~ Olldtted of the Annual Prize of '*500 

established ;y "lr. J es Ellsworth:fo.r he best Am ricen pict e 

exhibitedin the spring e:r..hibi t ion; tQ which t he A.1:•t Inst l.tute 

has added a second prize of 250 t is year The present ex-

purezy Amer ican co.l.l c+. on ve~ · Ā~.the r ed , a -:: '3 cru 11 y i s due 

in great part to tbe xerti ot s of l'b:·. 1113•:;-orth and tl • Thomas D. 

Clarke of New York..-- ~h. continued a ~cccss o.f t his nd otber 

recUTring exhibi t ions of th Art stitu~e must depend gre tly 

upon the nllTi.'l')-ler of pict ·e sald in "'hicago~ a pc-l..t l.. which t · e 

espee:i.&l att f.'l,tion of tht> Tru.st9e., is lled.--



It 1s suggested th"t a small committee be appointed by the 

Tr ustees to prep o~ i u con ult t ion wivh t.he executive officers 

of the Instit ute , scheme programme of exhibitions, r ecepti ons, 

lectures 81ld other entertainments for to be 

published before the of t he 1-

fin exhibition of water-colors, m&de up similarly to the present 

exhibition of otis, is probably feasible. It i a said t bat t he 

arti sts resident in CbicRgo end the 'fest r epose to ll\ake an exhi-

bition next fall or winter, a matt-er 1J01"tby of consider t en. 

An annual exhibition of oils about t.b.e end of ay is alreedy 

or th- s~e~ just be~un a st~fi i nt loan 

colle.ction can probably be obt med from private <mnars in Chicago-

R·f!:ret i often expres ed tb t we hav =- not e. fine per-

manent collection of pi ctures but it is certain that for our 

annual memb rs, upon wbom the support of the Instit ute depends in 

great measu c, a. ch -..r gin collec',icn w'tth recurring e."hibition 

f ar more attractivee th::u'1 n ;'<"rli' nent collecticr. could e--

Yours res ectfully, 

Director 






